
SEMANTIC DETERMINANTS OF –UM- VERBS AND THEIR ARGUMENT REALISATION 
 
The notion of definiteness in Tagalog is one of the major features that distinguishes the use of 
NG or SA as ‘object markers’. It can be observed that the two instances of the verb sagip 
(rescue) marked with the agent focus -UM- affix, have identical agents, differing only in the 
case marker which determines the definiteness of the beneficiary. 
 
 (1)  Sumagip                           si          Mel        ng       matanda. 
       (-um-) rescue                    ABS     Mel       GEN   old. Person 
      ‘Mel rescued an old person.’ 
 
 (2) Sumagip                           si           Mel        sa         matanda. 
       (-um-) rescue                   ABS      Mel        GEN     old. Person 
       ‘Mel rescued the old person.’ 
 
Both sentences describe this ‘Mel’ character rescuing some ‘old person’, however, the 
‘rescuee’ in (1) exhibits the NG marker, whereas (2) employs SA.  
 
It is clear in this pair of sentences that the use of the NG and SA markers characterises 
definiteness; (1) is indefinite, whereas (2) is definite. However, it has been shown that the 
SA/NG distinction does not always exhibit a straightforward definiteness/indefiniteness 
dichotomy (Adelaar et al, 2005), and so definiteness is not a unique determinant for the 
choice of marking.  
 
It has also been argued that the inherent semantic features of the verb, such as telicity and 
boundedness, are key determinants in the employment of different object markings. In this 
paper we investigate whether these features bear any significance in the choice of argument 
marking used with -UM- verbs.  We approach this study from both qualitative and quantitative 
perspectives, drawing our data from a corpus of 30,000 words from Project Gutenberg 
(www.gutenberg.org). From the corpus, we extract the -UM- marked verbs exhibiting both or 
either NG and SA objects and analyse their semantic distribution. Levin and Rappaport 
Hovav’s (2004) EVENT COMPLEXITY is employed in the analysis of the semantic features and 
syntactic structure of these extracted -UM- verbs with their arguments. 
 
This paper thus investigates the problem of discovering relevant semantic properties of the -
UM-marked verbs that distinguish between the two patterns of object marking and how the 
features of the verb stem can be linked to argument realisation.  
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